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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. The content of the report provides a statistical breakdown of the number of casualties in the 
Portsmouth City Council boundaries in 2019 showing comparison with national figures and 
between different types of user. The purpose of the report is to provide statistical analysis that 
will be given a weighting in the prioritisation of road safety schemes and behavioural change 
campaigns.  
 

1.2. Under Section 39 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 the Council has a statutory duty to “prepare 
and carry out a programme of measures designed to promote road safety… must carry out 
studies into accidents arising out of the use of vehicles on roads or parts of roads, other than 
trunk roads, within their area [and] in the light of those studies, take such measures as appear 
to the authority to be appropriate to prevent such accidents, including the dissemination of 
information and advice relating to the use of roads, the giving of practical training to road users 
or any class or description of road users, the construction, improvement, maintenance or repair 
of roads for which they are the highway authority and other measures taken in the exercise of 
their powers for controlling, protecting or assisting the movement of traffic on roads.”   
   

2. National and Local Overview 
2.1. The total number of people injured or killed on Great Britain's roads over the last 5 years 2015-

2019 are shown below: 
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Source: Road casualty analysis (pedestriansafety.org.uk) 
 

2.2. The total number of people injured or killed on Portsmouth's roads 2015-2019 is shown 
below: 

 

 
 

Source: Road casualty analysis (pedestriansafety.org.uk) 
 

 
 

2.3. Statistics on road safety in Great Britain are mostly based on accidents reported to the police 

through the STATS19 system. This system allows police forces to report all personal-injury 

accidents to the department. It does not collect any information about damage-only accidents. 

Information on STATS19 can be found in the report form and the guidance document used by 

the police when completing the form. Comparisons with death registration statistics show that 

very few, if any, road accident fatalities are not reported to the police. However, it has long 

been known that a considerable proportion of non-fatal casualties are not known to the police, 

as hospital, survey and compensation claims data all indicate a higher number of casualties 

than are reported. The STATS19 data are therefore not a complete record of all injury 

accidents and this should be kept in mind when using and analysing the data. However, they 

http://www.pedestriansafety.org.uk/stats.php
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remain the most detailed, complete and reliable single source of information on road 

casualties covering the whole of Great Britain, in particular for monitoring trends over time. 

 

3.0  Road Safety Aims and Priorities 
 
3.1 The aims of the Portsmouth City Council road safety program are :  

 

 To reduce risks presented to all road users, especially those identified as being 
most at risk through the analysis of data and aim to reduce casualties through road 
traffic collisions on the city's roads; 
 

 To identify areas where the majority of drivers travel above the advertised speed 
limit and seek to reduce them  through behavioural change campaigns and 
implementing speed reduction schemes; 

 

 Facilitate safer routes to schools for pupils; 
 

 Increase pedestrian confidence in using the city's infrastructure, encouraging more 
active travel for example through walking and cycling, which in turn may lead to 
improved air quality in the city.  

 
3.2    The council works closely with key partner agencies, including the emergency services 
and neighbouring local authorities across the South East region, to ensure best practice and 
monitor and evaluate the success of schemes. The council is a member of Road Safety Great 
Britain (South East) and the Hampshire Safer Roads Partnership.  

 

4 Detailed analysis of casualty data in Portsmouth 2017-2019 

4.1 Month by month analysis of total casualties 

 

    
Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 60 50 38 

February 48 39 41 

March 55 43 40 

April 40 48 48 

May 46 48 46 

June 58 47 47 

July 49 53 55 

August 39 57 42 

September 52 46 45 

October 59 57 53 

November 58 62 65 

December 50 49 43 

Total 614 599 563 
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4.1.1 In 2019, there were 563 casualties in total from road traffic collisions in Portsmouth. 
This shows a continued downward trend over the 3 years as seen in the national and local 
overview and the month by month analysis above. In 2019, 563 casulties were recorded, this 
is a  a 6% total casualty reduction in relation to 2018; 599 casualties, and an 8% reduction 
when compared to 2017; 614 casualties. 

4.1.2 The data provides some evidence that the number of casualties is related to the 
weather conditions, the amount of daylight and potential socio-economic factors. Casualties 
rise steadily from the beginning of the year, where people are less likely to be travelling due 
to the weather or financial constraints, post-holiday season, to reach a peak at the start of 
British Summer Time as people engage in more social activities. The second peak of the 
year coincides with end of British Summer Time and worsening weather conditions.   

 

4.2 Casualties by time of day and day of the week 

Casualties by time of day 

 

      

Time of Day 2017 2018 2019 

0000-0059 7 9 8 

0100-0159 6 7 8 

0200-0259 6 3 3 

0300-0359 1 5   

0400-0459 7 4 4 

0500-0559 3 8 3 

0600-0659 6 13 5 

0700-0759 31 17 32 

0800-0859 35 52 32 

0900-0959 28 24 29 

1000-1059 24 19 28 

1100-1159 31 30 31 
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1200-1259 31 45 25 

1300-1359 52 32 29 

1400-1459 36 57 27 

1500-1559 48 43 32 

1600-1659 51 55 57 

1700-1759 64 43 52 

1800-1859 40 39 48 

1900-1959 30 27 37 

2000-2059 31 12 29 

2100-2159 21 22 21 

2200-2259 16 18 12 

2300-2359 9 15 11 

 

4.2.1 The peak time for road traffic accidents coincides with the traditional peak times of 
people travelling to and from work and school. Behavioural change campaigns such as 'Be 
Bright' and 'Close Pass' carried out by Portsmouth City Council in partnership with 
Hampshire Constabulary seek to educate people about travelling safely in peak times. 

4.2.2 Casualties by day of the week 

 

 

4.2.3 In 2019, Friday was the most common day for casualties from road traffic collisions 
(17%, 94), followed by Tuesday (16%, 89), Wednesday (16%, 88) and Thursday (16%, 88), 
and Monday at (15%, 83). Sunday (11%) and Saturday (10%) represented the days where 
the smallest number of casualties from road traffic collisions occurred in 2019. Over 
significant periods of time (eg three years), days on which collisions occur can vary 
significantly. 

Most of these casualties from road traffic collisions happened between 16.00 - 16.59 (10%, 
57), with 9% (52) happening between 17.00 - 17.59, and 9% between 18.00 - 18.59 (48). 
Outside of these times, the majority of casualties occurred from 07.00 - 21.59, with a small 
number of casualties happening before 7.00 or after 21.59.   
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4.3 Casualties by type - Fatal/Serious/Slight 

 

4.3.1 The definition of casualties and injuries is as follows: 

 Fatal - where a person involved in the accident dies 

 Serious accident: One in which at least one person is seriously injured but no person (other 
than a confirmed suicide) is killed.  

 Serious injury: An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an “in-patient”, or any of 
the following injuries whether or not they are detained in hospital: fractures, concussion, 
internal injuries, crushings, burns (excluding friction burns), severe cuts, severe general shock 
requiring medical treatment and injuries causing death 30 or more days after the accident. An 
injured casualty is recorded as seriously or slightly injured by the police on the basis of 
information available within a short time of the accident. This generally will not reflect the 
results of a medical examination, but may be influenced according to whether the casualty is 
hospitalised or not. Hospitalisation procedures will vary regionally 

 Slight accident: One in which at least one person is slightly injured but no person is killed or 
seriously injured.  

 Slight injury: An injury of a minor character such as a sprain (including neck whiplash injury), 
bruise or cut which are not judged to be severe, or slight shock requiring roadside attention. 
This definition includes injuries not requiring medical treatment. 

 Source: Assets.publishing.gov.uk/reported-road-casualties-gb-notes-definitions 

4.3.2   Slight Casualties 

 

Month 2017  2018 2019 

January 52  42 29 

February 42  33 32 

March 47  35 33 

April 35  34 40 

May 36  41 37 

June 43  39 36 

July 40  46 37 

August 32  48 34 

September 44  33 31 

October 46  50 46 

November 48  48 56 

December 39  35 38 

 Total 504  484 449 

 

4.3.3 The number of slight injuries from road traffic collisions in 2019 (449) is at a 3 year low, with a 
7% decrease in comparison to 2018 (484), and an 11% reduction when compared to 2017 (504). 

 

4.3.4 Serious Casualties  

Month 2017 2018 2019 
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January 8 8 9 

February 6 6 9 

March 8 8 7 

April 4 14 8 

May 10 7 9 

June 14 6 10 

July 9 7 18 

August 7 9 8 

September 8 13 14 

October 13 7 7 

November 10 14 9 

December 11 13 5 

Grand Total 108 112 113 

  

4.3.5 The number of serious injuries form road traffic collisions in 2019 (113) is at a three year high, 
1% higher than in 2018 (112), and 5% higher than in 2017 (108). 

 

4.3.6 Fatal Casualties  

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January       

February       

April 1     

June 1 2 1 

December   1   

Total 2 3 1 

 

4.3.7 The number of fatalities from road traffic collisions in 2019 (1) is at a three year low, with a 67% 
reduction in comparison to 2018 (3), and a 50% reduction compared to 2017 (2).  

 

5.0 Casualties by Gender 

5.1 Casualties 2017 - 2019 

 
Female 
Casualties      

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 25 24 15 

February 20 15 12 

March 19 18 13 

April 10 15 18 

May 17 20 12 

June 18 15 17 

July 12 20 25 

August 18 20 16 

September 19 14 12 

October 27 20 20 
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November 24 24 26 

December 18 22 14 

 Total 227 227 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 In 2019, 64% of casualties resulting from road traffic collisions in Portsmouth were males (363), 
and 36% were females (200). Whilst 2019 saw males continue to be overrepresented in road traffic 
collisions (a local and national trend), this represented a 6% drop in comparison to 2017 (387), and a 
2% drop in comparison to 2018 (372).  

The 200 female road traffic casualties in 2019 represents a 12% reduction compared to both 2017 
(227) and 2018 (227).. 

In 2019, 282 male drivers were involved in road traffic collisions, compared to 127 female drivers. In 
2018, 293 collisions involved male drivers (119 were female), and in 2017, 301 collisions involved 
male drivers, and 130 female drivers.  

Between 2017-2019, male drivers have been more than twice as likely to be involved in a road traffic 
collision as female drivers. Males being more likely to be behind the wheel of a vehicle involved in a 
collision on the roads has been a national trend over many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.0 Casualties by type of travel 

6.1 Type of Travel 

Male 
Casualties       

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 35 26 23 

February 28 24 29 

March 36 25 27 

April 30 33 30 

May 29 28 34 

June 40 32 30 

July 37 33 30 

August 21 37 26 

September 33 32 33 

October 32 37 33 

November 34 38 39 

December 32 27 29 

 Total 387 372 363 
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6.2 Comparison of vehicle by type 2017-2019 

 

Type of 
Vehicle 2017 2018 2019 

 
Total 

Car 246 239 216 701 

Goods 
vehicle 10 13 16 

39 

Motorcycle 100 62 65 227 

Other 
vehicle 12 11 9 

 
32 

Pedal Cycle 157 176 162 495 

Taxi/Private 
hire car 16 17 16 

 
49 

Total 525 518 484 

 

 

6.3 In 2019, unsurprisingly, the most common vehicle type involved in accidents is the private car; 
45%, 216 followed by pedal cycles; 34%, 162, motorcycles; 13%, 65, taxi/private hire; 3%, 16, goods 
vehicles; 3%, 16, and other vehicles 2%, 9. Cars are consistently the most common vehicle involved 
in accidents (45%, 701), with pedal cycles accounting for 32% (495), and motorcycles representing 
15% (227) of vehciles involved in collisions on Portsmouth's roads. Taxis/private hire cars accounted 
for 3% (49) of road traffic collisions, whilst goods vehciles (39) accounted for 3%, and other vehicles 
accounted for 2%. 

 

 

 

246, 45%

10, 2%100, 19%

12, 2%

157, 29%

16, 3%

Vehicle type involved in an accident 
2019

Car

Goods vehicle
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Other vehicle
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6.4 Total Pedestrian Casualties 2017-2019 

 

      

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 11 15 3 

February 7 6 10 

March 7 8 6 

April 5 4 4 

May 8 4 8 

June 6 8 8 

July 7 5 8 

August 4 7 7 

September 9 4 9 

October 10 15 3 

November 13 10 9 

December 7 9 7 

Total 94 95 82 

 

 

 

6.6 Pedestrian Casualties - Slight - 2017-2019 

 

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 7 14 3 

February 5 5 7 

March 4 5 5 

April 5 2 3 

May 4 2 7 

June 5 7 6 

July 5 4 4 

August 2 4 5 

September 6 2 5 

October 8 13 3 

November 10 9 8 

December 5 3 7 

Total 66 70 63 

 

 

 

6.7 Pedestrian Casualties -Serious - 2017-2019 

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 4 1   

February 2 1 3 

March 3 3 1 
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April   2 1 

May 4 2 1 

June 1 1 2 

July 2 1 4 

August 2 3 2 

September 3 2 4 

October 2 2   

November 3 1 1 

December 2 6   

Total 28 25 19 

 

6.8 In 2019, 82 pedestrians were injured in road traffic collisions; 15%. This shows a 14% reduction 
compared to 2018 (95), and a 13% decrease on 2017 (94). In 2019, the majority of pedesterian 
casulaties suffered slight injuries, 77% and 23% suffered serious injuries. There were no fatal 
pedestrian casualties from road traffic collisions in 2019. The majority of these pedestrian casualties 
were male, 63% (52), with 37% (30) being female.The majority of these pedestrian casualties were 
aged 10-14, 13% (11), followed by those aged 5-9 12% (10), and 25-29 (12%) 10. 

 

 

 

6.9 Total Cyclist Casualties 

6.9.1 Cyclist Casualties by age 

Age Range 2017 2018 2019 

0 to 4     1 

5 to 9 1   3 

10 to 14 13 18 15 

15 to 19 34 23 23 

20 to 24 13 22 20 

25 to 29 20 16 22 

30 to 34 12 18 15 

35 to 39 12 19 12 

40 to 44 11 12 13 

45 to 49 10 18 12 

50 to 54 9 11 7 

55 to 59 11 9 9 

60 to 64 4 3 4 

65 to 69 2 3 3 

70 to 74 1 1 1 

75 to 79 1 1   

80 to 84 1   1 

85 to 89 1 1   

Unknown 1 1 1 

Total 157 176 162 
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6.9.2 In 2019, there were 162 cyclist casualties. Those aged 15-19; 23 (14%) recorded the 
highest level of casualties, followed by the 25-29 age group; 22 (14%);  and the 20-24 age 
group; 20 (12%) . 

 

6.10 Cyclist Casualties by month 

 

Pedal Cycles Casualties By Month & Year 

Month 2017 2018 2019 

January 14 8 12 

February 17 7 10 

March 19 14 12 

April 10 16 19 

May 13 13 12 

June 15 16 13 

July 18 20 22 

August 6 12 9 

September 12 21 16 

October 12 20 13 

November 12 20 17 

December 9 9 7 

Total 157 176 162 

 

 

 

 

6.11 The pattern of casualties for cyclists follows the same pattern as the total casualty figures with 
peaks in mid-summer with increased numbers of people cycling and in the late autumn as the nights 
get longer and the weather declines. 
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6.12 Powered 2-wheelers casualties 

 

6.13 Motorcycle Casualties by age 

 

Row Labels 2017 2018 2019 

15 to 19 20 12 11 

20 to 24 18 12 6 

25 to 29 15 11 9 

30 to 34 14 2 8 

35 to 39 2 5 6 

40 to 44 9 2 2 

45 to 49 6 6 7 

50 to 54 7 4 6 

55 to 59 4 3 4 

60 to 64 2 1 2 

65 to 69 1 2 2 

75 to 79   1 1 

Unknown 2 1 1 

Total 100 62 65 

 

 

6.14 Compared to 2017, the last 2 years have seen a 38% reduction in 2018 and a 35% 
reduction in 2019 in the number of motorcycle casualties on roads across the city.  
 
7.0 Road Traffic Collisions  
 
7.1 The Road Traffic Act 1988 defines a collision as a reportable road traffic collision an accident 
involving a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or other public area that causes: • Injury to 
anyone, other than the driver of that vehicle; • Injury to an animal, other than one being carried in that 
vehicle; • Damage to another vehicle, other than the vehicle which caused the collision; • Damage to 
property constructed on, affixed to, growing in, or otherwise forming part of the land where the road is. 
 
7.2 There can be more than 1 casualty involved in each road traffic collision in 2019, there was a total 
of 484 road traffic collisions on Portsmouth's roads, representing a continued downward trend over the 
last few years. By comparison, 2019 showed a 7% collision reduction in relation to 2018 (518), and an 
11% reduction on 2017 (541). 
Out of the 484 collisions in 2019, one was fatal, 110 were serious and 373 were slight severity.  

 

The location of road traffic collisions in the city can be seen on the map below: 
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7.3 Causes Of Road Traffic Collisions 
 

Between 2017- 2019, there were 1375 collisions with identifiable causes recorded by the 
Hampshire Constabulary that occurred on Portsmouth's roads.  
 
The identified causes are below: 
 

 

Cause Total  % of total (rounded to 
nearest %) 

Failure to look properly 568 41 

Executing a poor turn or 
manoeuvre 

239  17 

Failure to judge other persons 
path or speed 

182 13 

Speeding 164 12 

Alcohol/Drugs 77 6 

Tailgating 40 3 

Failure to stop at Give Way 
markings/signs 

36 3 

Weather Conditions 30 3 

Loss of Control 28 2 

Total 1375 100 

 
Source Hampshire Constabulary - STATS 19  
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8.0 Trends in the data to be addressed through future behavioural change campaigns 

and engineered changes. 
 

The following themes can be identified through analysis of the data and will go forward 
for weighting to contribute to the prioritisation of schemes; 

 

 Private cars remain the most common vehicle type involved in road traffic 
collisions on Portsmouth's roads, with riders of pedal cycles and motorcycles the 
next highest risk group 
 

 Males account for the vast majority of casualties resulting from road traffic 
collisions 

 

 Females account for the majority of casualties that occur as passengers in 
vehicles 

 

 Males are more than twice as likely to be driving a vehicle involved in a collision 
than females 

   

 The vast majority of road traffic collisions happen on single carriageway roads, 
and during daylight hours 

 

 Younger drivers and riders remain at the highest risk of being involved in a road 
traffic collisions, especially those aged 20-29 

 

 Failure to look properly, and poor individual decision making over speeds to drive 
vehicles at, or the speeds that other vehicles are travelling at, and poor 
manoeuvres are the leading identifiable causes of road traffic collisions in the 
city. The police, however, find it difficult to identify a high number of collision 
causes. 

 

 Older drivers (70+) account for the lowest age range of drivers involved in road  
traffic collisions, however remain potentially more likely to sustain serious or fatal  
injuries in collisions due to potentially greater frailty 

 

 It is essential that the Council continues to develop its analytical and targeted 
approach to road safety, as those in most need of prevention services often do 
not demand these services. For example, young male drivers can be seen to be 
at particular risk of being involved in road traffic collisions, but could be potentially 
the least inclined to access road safety service interventions (eg educational 
programs) themselves. 
 

 Increasingly user friendly software and analytical display techniques need to be 
developed and designed to highlight road safety issues in the city more easily, 
and to enable self-service for residents and councillors where appropriate. 
Accsmap has replaced Keynote as the casualty and collision tracking software 
currently used, which has been a positive step forward in enabling easier 
monitoring. Newer road safety software is now being transitioned to by numerous 
road safety authorities around the country (CRASH), and this is currently under 
investigation for adoption by PCC. 
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 Residents in lower Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) are likely to remain at a 
higher risk of being involved in a collision  

 
 
End of Report 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix 1 - Total Casualty Data by number of incidents per road and year -  Portsmouth  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


